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The South African Tweeter 

To date, there has been no extensive analysis of South African Twitter usage.  

 

Fuseware has profiled millions of tweets from South Africa and tens of thousands of 
users to better understand the South African Tweeter. We have aggregated this 
information into dozens of graphs and word clouds for easy reading and dissemination. 

 

This information is based on Twitter data from March and April 2010. It is free to use 
and reference this information, provided that it is attributed to Fuseware. 



Grand Totals 
Number of Active* SA Twitter users 55000 

Monthly tweets from SA 1.5 million 

Twitter web penetration 4.5% of SA sites reference Twitter 

Twitter SA site popularity 7th most visited website in SA 

Average Twitter followers for SA 115 

Average friends for SA 122 

Average total tweets per user for 
SA 

346 

Percent of protected accounts 0.38% 

Percent of geo-location enabled 
accounts 

12.96% 

Percent of Twitter verified accounts 0.014% 

* At least one tweet in the last month 



Tweet Statistics 
Percent which are retweets 23% 

Percent which are questions 17.3% 

Percent containing links 24.5% 

Percent addressing another user 47% 

Average character count 81.4 

Average word count 13.8 

Percent containing swear words 1.47% 

Tweets from mobile (approx) 35-40% 

* At least one tweet in the last 2 months 



Top Twitter Posting Sources 
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People hardly use Twitter.com directly for posting tweets, with only 26% logging into the site 
to post updates. 
 
The most popular Twitter client is TweetDeck, with 10% of all SA tweeters using it. 



Hourly Tweets 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23

SA mostly tweets at night, between 7 and 8 pm.  
 
Many also tweet first thing in the morning, and over lunch. 



Daily Tweets 
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A surprising find is that SA tweets more on Tuesday than any other day of the week. 
 
The least popular day to tweet is Sunday. 




